NEW! Cow patty critters: An introduction to the ecology, biology and identification of insects in cattle dung on Canadian pastures

[image: ]Entomologist Dr. Kevin Floate aims to answer ‘what critters are found in a cow patty?’ and ‘what do they do?’ His hope is to spark the interest of ranchers and farmers, and to stir the minds of students studying insects. In his own words, ‘This is the guide I wish I had when I started my career.’ Insects serve an outsized role in many ecosystem services. For dung on Canadian pastures, there are over 300 species of insects helping to break down and cycle nutrients through the soil and food webs. Understanding what insects are present in a cow patty provide insights into livestock health and ecological processes. 

This new 224-page, full color guide provides the ‘doorway’ to learn more about the critters one can find in cow dung: how to identify them, how they can be beneficial, and additional information on the biology and morphology of multiple insect groups. Also included is an extensive reference list 
(glossary, bibliography sources) for those who wish 
to pursue detailed insect identification. 

What you will find inside: 
· Part I: General ecology of the dung insect community
· Part II: Identification of dung-breeding insects
· Part III: References 
· High quality colored photographs 
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For more information, reach us at https://agriculture.canada.ca/en , by email at aafc.info.aac@agr.gc.ca or by calling toll-free at 1-855-773-0241
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Factors affecting succession

he speed of insect succession in 3 dung pat and its subsequent rate of degradation reflects 2

‘complex nteraction of abiotic and bioti factors (Fig. 6). Cimate, soil and econommics dictate
the type of pasture maintained by the rancher. Pasture type determines forage productivit,
productvity affects stocking rate, and stocking rate affects both the frequency of dung
deposition and the likelinood that pats will be disrupted by trampling. In grassland regions of
Alberts, for example, stocking rates may be 17.5-fold higher on irrgated pastures planted to
tame forages than on native pastures in excellent condition (Alberta Agriculture 1992).
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